Some Symbols to Guide Your Faith Journey in Art

Symbolic references to color

· Green: Regeneration, hope (Ordinary time)

· Red: Passion, blood & fire (Pentecost & Feasts associated with the Passion or martyrs)

· Purple: Passion, suffering, royalty (Lent & Advent)

· White: Purity (Christmas, Easter, other feasts & sacraments)

· Blue: Heavens, constancy, fidelity (alterntive Advent color)

· [image: image1.png]


Gold: Divinity & kingship
The Evangelists (Gospel Writers)

· Matthew… winged man (humanity)

· Mark… winged lion (royal dignity)

· Luke… winged ox (sacrifice, atonement)

· John… eagle (divinity)
Scriptural Reference: Ezekiel 1:10; Revelation 4:7

Haloes

· God: Triangular or Cruciform

· Christ: Cruciform (round with 3 arms of cross)

· Holy Spirit: May also have cruciform halo
· Saints & Mary: Round

· Saintly people still alive: Square

· Christ in Glory or Mary of the Assumption: Almond-Shaped Body Halo called a mandorla

Botanicals

· Apple… symbol of the Fall; when the infant Christ holds it, the apple symbolizes Christ as the new Adam

· Carnation… pure love

· Columbine… sorrow

· Seven columbine… Seven sorrows  of Mary

· Flowering staff… St Joseph

· Holly… Crown of Thorns

· Holly berries… Christ’s blood

· Iris… prophesy of resurrection (Mary)
· Lily… purity (Mary)

· Pansy… remembrance

· White rose… purity

· Yellow rose… perfection, papal benediction

· Red rose… martyrdom

· Violet… humility

· Grapes… Eucharist

· Lemon… fidelity in love

· Pomegranate… eternity, fertility
Miscellaneous Symbolism

· Unicorn… Chastity. The unicorn appears in an enclosed garden specifically referring to Mary’s virginity. (see Song of Songs 4:12)
· HIS (iota, eta, sigma)… first 3 letters of Jesus’ name in Greek, sometimes translated as ‘In Hoc Signo’ (Latin: In this sign conquer) or Iesus Hominum Salvator (Latin: Jesus Savior of Humanity)
· Eight… symbol of the resurrection (Christ rose on the eighth day after his entry into Jerusalem; God’s creation was 7 days, his new creation was the 8th day). Therefore, a common shape for baptismal fonts or buildings is an 8-sided figure, the octagon.

· Almond… virginity, purity, divine approval

· Egg… hope & resurrection
· Goldfinch… feeds on thorns & thistles, symbolizing passion. In the Christ Child’s hand, it symbolizes that the Child was born for the Passion & had foreknowledge of his fate. 

· IC XC… a Greek abbreviation for Jesus Christ. When it is combined with NIKE, it means ‘Jesus Christ Conquers’.

· INRI… Latin abbreviation of ‘Jesus Christ, King of the Jews’ placed over Christ’s head at the crucifixion

· Moon… Mary standing on a crescent moon indicates the triumph of Christianity over paganism

· Peacock… symbol of immortality because according to legend the flesh did not decay 
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